Synd24 – The Story so Far – by Tim Strickland
Hopefully more thrilling stories yet to unfold…
I think it all started with our Melbourne Cup sweeps at Melinas Café. We involved friends and family of staff and customers firstly in 2022 with Donna winning and then we went again in 2023 when Rose won (and was able to shout her dog a much needed makeover with her winnings)
The fun and friendship generated was obvious, the feel-good feelings undeniable. So why not do something for Christmas. My sister Sue sent me a wonderful gourmet Maggie Beer hamper and that with a few other goodies added allowed us to run a Christmas raffle with lots of great prizes.
Come Christmas and suddenly Tatts were running a Boxing Day mega lotto. Anyone interested? The “Yes”s came flooding back but we didn’t become millionaires.
A pause over the festive break and then came the irresistible: Powerball had jackpotted to $50 million. Didn’t take long to form a group and this time the feeling was to make it a regular investment. And Powerball kept on jackpotting 50 – 100 – 150 – 200 and we kept entering either with new funds or recycled winnings.  But no surprise, again no millionaires.
I suppose the next step was to set up proper administration of our social group syndicate. From Monday the 5th Feb 2024 the Synd24 syndicate started officially.
Our Members:
Tim, that’s me with the statistical mind for all this, Donna of course, Matt and Hine, Frank and Miriam, Rose, Nikkita and Harley, Ness, Robyn and Lucy.
The arrangements:
$5 per person every week allowing us to invest up to $60. To keep track of the finances almost everyone pays me by PayID with unique identifiers in their transaction descriptions. Then when I buy tickets or bets I also use description identifiers and similarly for wins paid. This system has allowed my to automatically track everything and build an online website with all the analytics.
What to invest in:
Tattslotto of course but so many game options. Our general policy is to only go for the bigger Jackpots. Powerball including PowerHit, Saturday Superdraws, OZlotto, Set for Life and  even the Wednesday Lotto are all games we have tried. No big wins yet but “early days” as Donna says.
Keno and Scratchies for something different.
Races have been another investment option, mainly horses but we did win on the greyhounds. We also dabbled in major sporting events like the Superbowl and the US Golf Masters. And the jewel in the crown has been our AFL goal kicker bets when, and how hard can it be, we only have to nominate players to kick goals.
Highlights: (more lowlights but even some of our losses have been exciting)
We backed Lady Camelot in the Blue Diamond and got second but then backed her again in the Golden Slipper and won. We won on Scottie Scheffler in the masters (who didn’t, he was red hot favourite).  Modest wins on Keno but we able to watch the Keno live in the café using the keno website and share the excitement (we’ve got 4 numbers, no we’ve got 5, we’ve got 6 ….). Scratchies lead to a moment of embarrassment. None of us could see any wins on the tickets but I decided to check at the tatts counter. The guy gave me our winnings we overlooked.
How good are our Footy bets. I even set up a live tracker on the website so everyone can see progress as our players ticked off their goal quotas. So last quarter in an Adelaide game and we need one more goal from Izak Rankine. 11 seconds to go he has a snap from the boundary and scores. What a win for us. And TAB offers free bonus bets if we miss by one and so far we have had a few 3 out of 4s. Even our losses are fun and exciting.

Capturing some of our best and almost moments…
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Technical Stuff:
Our funds are in my PayID account. I also have a TAB account, a LOTTO account and a KENO account for our investments each of which are now for exclusive (well almost exclusive) use of Synd24. Generally, these accounts start each investment week with $0, any winnings accumulate and are then withdrawn at the end of the week and put into the PayID account.
Transaction descriptions manage everything. So, if we win $10 in keno that amount is deposited using the description SYND24 WIN KENO. If I place $15 worth of bets on the races it would be a withdrawal using SYND24 BUY RACES. The bank records keep tract of the amounts and transactions dates and times.
Members pay their subscriptions using SYND24 NAME1 or SYND24 NAME1 NAME2. I would prefer if everyone sticks with this format but subtle variations are tolerated. We are lucky there isn’t an ANDY or ANDREA in the team as these are very close to “AND” which occasionally appears in descriptions. Also try to avoid using special characters like & ‘ ( since web software treats this input as potential malware threats.
Strickos Pool Footy Tipping:
A few of us do the footy tipping. Access is from the Synd24 website. Comp runs each month and the most tips for the month wins. For MAY, entry is $2 worth of scratchies (1x$2 or 2x$1) and winner gets them all!!!
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In case you didn’t know DOUBLE TAP your name in the payments table to get personalised greetings and auto fill your player name and pin below. OK so it means everyone can look at anyone else’s tips but aren’t we are sharing and trusting team?
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Payal’s Poem
MELINA’S KITCHEN

Something special brews between these walls
and it’s not only the coffee 
you may unearth it from that first hello 
or slowly unravel it from their cheeky banter 
let it revive you

When you enter, you are transported 
to a time when conversations with strangers were frequent, lively and effervescent 
when remembering your ‘usual’ made you feel remembered too 
from shouts across the room 
playing cards on a Monday afternoon 
to sharing photos of your life with people you just knew age dissolves away
everyone here blends into a sense of belonging 
and this togetherness serves as a reminder that good is in the simple

I have my suspicions 
that this cafe draws in old souls you’ll find salt of the earth here 
and become gentle

In these rustic corners I spent the most soothing parts of my days 
I’ll never forget 
how cups of coffee and bowls of laughter nourish the heart 
so, old soul 
look up 
look around 
you just might notice something timeless.

P.S. the almond mocha and smashed avo are to die for.
-Payal
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